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Craig has been the pastor of the Ely United Methodist Church since he 

moved here in August of 2018.  A life-long Minnesotan, with the exception 

of four years he spent in seminary in Dayton, Ohio, Craig has served United 

Methodist congregations since 1985 in all parts of Minnesota except the 

southeast corner.  But it's "Up North" that he calls home, after living in 

the area full-time for 20 years (in three chunks).  Craig also has visited Crane 

Lake annually since 1966, where his family has had a cabin, he worked as a dock boy, and both 

his father and he were pastors of the Crane Lake Chapel. 

Craig has two adult sons, daughters-in-law, and six grandchildren, who love Ely, but don't get 

here often because they live in Pennsylvania and Sioux Falls respectively.  He loves to spend 

time outdoors in all seasons and appreciates the wide variety of activities, recreational options, 

community organizations, and interesting people who live here. 

Craig was drawn to Northwoods Partners by the vital need its programs fill in the 

community.  Even after a year and a half, Craig's amazement grows at the sheer number of 

Northwoods Partners' programs and their scope.  He's also energized by the capability, 

enthusiasm, and good humor of the board, staff, and volunteers. 


